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Disclaimer

Every attempt has been made to provide complete and thorough
information on the North Carolina laws pertaining to bicycles
and pedestrians. Neither ITRE nor NCDOT can be held
responsible for any exclusions, omissions nor deletions of relevant
laws. If you have questions or concerns regarding North Carolina
law pertaining to bicycles or pedestrians, you may wish to consult
an attorney.

Produced by the Institute for Transportation Research and
Education at North Carolina State University for the North
Carolina Department of Transportation Division of Bicycle and
Pedestrian Transportation.

Access an electronic version of this document at
http://www.ncdot.org/transit/bicycle/laws/resources

lawsguidebook.html.

Permission to reproduce this document may be obtained by
contacting the Division of Bicycle and Pedestrian Transportation,
1552 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, NC 27699-1552 or via email at

bikeped_transportation@dot.nc.us.

Funding for development and printing of this document
provided by the Governor’s Highway Safety Program

3500 copies of this guide were printed at a cost of $1.33 each.

£y printed on recycled paper
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Motorists’ Responsibilities
Motorists and Bicyclists

Bicycles as Vehicles
Under North Carolina law, bicycles are .&~
considered vehicles and should be 0
treated just like other vehicles. 'QG} @o
[§20-4.01 (49)], [§20-171.1], and o
[§20-171.8] Note that all the e%Q Q)
statutes mentioned in this Q
section that refer to “vehicles” ‘}0
should be interpreted to refer to

both motor vehicles and bicycles,

unless by its nature the law cannot apply

to bicycles. Unfortunately, not all bicyclists
behave like vehicle operators, so motorists
should make every effort to avoid a collision since
the bicyclist is more likely to be injured or killed in a
crash. In particular, motorists should watch out for
children on bicycles because they sometimes behave
unpredictably. [§20-154(a)]

Passing a Bicycle

A motorist overtaking a bicycle must pass at least two
(2) feet to the left of the bicyclist and must not move
back to the right side of the highway until safely past
the overtaken bicycle. [§20-149(a)]

A motorist may not drive left of the center of
the highway to pass a vehicle, including a bicycle, in
these circumstances:

* Unless the left side is cleatly visible and free of
oncoming traffic for a sufficient distance ahead
that the motorist can pass the bicyclist safely.
[§20-150(a)]

* On the crest of a hill or at a cutrve in the road
where the driver cannot see at least 500 feet
ahead. [§20-150(b)]

* At any railroad grade crossing or intersection,
unless directed to do so by a tratfic control
officer. [§20-150(c)]

* Where the Department of Transportation has
placed signs or markers indicating that passing
should not be attempted. [§20-150(d)] and [(e)]
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Following Too Closely

A motorist should not follow a bicycle more closely
than is reasonable and prudent, considering vehicle
speed, amount of traffic, and the road conditions.
[§20-152()]

Yielding to Bicyclists at Driveways or Alleys

The driver of a vehicle emerging from or entering an
alley, building entrance, private road, or driveway shall
yield the right-of-way to any bicyclist approaching
on a sidewalk or walkway extending across an alley,
building entrance, road, or driveway. [§20-173(c)]

Motorists and Pedestrians

Yielding to Pedestrians in Crosswalks, Driveways
Where traffic control signals are not in place or in
working order, a vehicle operator must yield the
right-of-way to a pedestrian crossing within a marked
crosswalk or within any unmarked crosswalk at or
near an intersection. [§20-173(a)] If a pedestrian
crosses at any place other than a marked or unmarked
crosswalk, he must yield to all vehicles. [§20-174(a)]

The driver of a vehicle emerging from or entering
an alley, building entrance, private road, or driveway
must yield the right-of-way to any pedestrian, or
person riding a bicycle, approaching on any sidewalk
or walkway. [§20-173(c)]

Yielding at Right Turn on Red
At intersections, motorists must come to a complete
stop and yield the right-of-way to pedestrians and

other traffic-including bicycles-when making a right
turn on red. [§20-158(b)(2)]

Audible Warning

Before starting, stopping or turning, motorists on a
highway or public vehicular area must ensure that
such movement is safe and must give a clearly audible

signal by sounding the horn to warn any pedestrians
that would be affected. [§20-154(a)]
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Watching Out for Pedestrians

Even though pedestrians have a responsibility to
obey the law and watch out for vehicles, motorists
must exercise caution to avoid colliding with
pedestrians on the roadway and must sound a horn
to warn pedestrians, when necessary. Motorists must
also exercise caution when observing any child or
apparently incapacitated person in the roadway.
[§20-174(e)]

Keeping Pedestrian Facilities Clear

Motorists also have a responsibility to keep
pedestrian facilities clear. Vehicles cannot enter
an intersection or a marked crosswalk unless
there is sufficient space on the other side so
the vehicle does not obstruct the passage of
pedestrians and other vehicles. [§20-142.5]

Motorists’ Responsibilities
in General

Signaling Movements

Before starting, stopping, or turning, a motorist
must be certain that any movement can be made
in safety and must give a plainly visible signal of the
intended movement to other drivers and pedestrians.
A motorist should not back up a vehicle unless such

movement can be done safely and without interfering
with other traffic. [§20-154(a)]

Signals for turning and stopping can be
indicated with the vehicle’s electrical signals
or with the hand and arm. The signal should
be given continuously for the last 100 feet of travel
before the stop or turn. However, in areas with a
speed limit of 45 miles an hour or greater, the signal
must be given during the last 200 feet before the stop
or turn. [§20-153(b)]

Motorists should be particularly careful to look ont for
bicycles and pedestrians when turning because they can be

hidden in the driver’s blind spot.
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